
LYNCHBURG CITY COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

 

MEETING DATE: May 10, 2005  AGENDA ITEM NO.: 8 
 
CONSENT:   REGULAR: X  CLOSED SESSION:   
 (Confidential) 
ACTION: X INFORMATION:   
 
ITEM TITLE: Public Hearing Regarding a Request for a Taxicab Rate Increase  

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Conduct a public hearing regarding a proposed taxicab rate increase. 
 
SUMMARY:  
Porter L. Douglas and Portia Douglas-Davis, representing taxicab owners/drivers in the City, are requesting a 
taxicab rate increase as follows: 

! For the first one-ninth mile, or fraction thereof – increase from $1.40 to $2.80 
! For each succeeding one-ninth mile, or fraction there – increase from $0.20 to $0.30 
! For each additional passenger after the first – increase from $0.20 to $0.30 

 
The last rate increase was on June 1, 1999, and they are requesting that the proposed rate increase become 
effective on June 1, 2005.  They are also requesting that in the future rates be increased simultaneously with 
the Greater Lynchburg Transit Company automatically or annually on June 1.  Regardless of how Council acts 
on the proposed rate increase, staff does not recommend automatic increases in subsequent years. 
 
LPD Crime Analyst Tommy J. Doss contacted the (4) taxicab companies operating within the City and spoke 
with the owner/licensee to determine their opinion of the proposed increase: 

! Allied Cab - Phillip Mack does not support the proposal. 
! City Cab - Did not respond despite repeated attempts to contact. 
! Gray Top Cab - Jeremiah Gardner, (who made the proposal) supports the proposal. 
! Hill City Cab - Doug Porter - supports the proposal. 

 
Mr. Doss also contacted the cities of Danville, Roanoke, Charlottesville, and Martinsville to determine their 
current taxicab fare rates, and the attachments document the current taxicab fare rates for those cities. 
 
PRIOR ACTION(S):   None 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: None 
 
 
CONTACT(S):   
Portia Douglas-Davis  (757) 358-3432 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S):  

! Ordinance 
! Taxicab fare rates for cities 
! Letter requesting rate increase 

 
 
REVIEWED BY: lkp 



 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REENACT SECTION 37-109 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
LYNCHBURG, 1981, AS AMENDED, THE AMENDED SECTION RELATING GENERALLY TO TAXICAB 
RATES. 
 
BE IT ORDAINCED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LYNCHBURG: 
 
1.  That Section 37-109 of the Code of the City of Lynchburg, 1981, as amended, be further amended and 
reenacted as follows: 
 
 
Sec. 37-109.  Rates. 
 
The rates to be charged passengers by owners or drivers of taxicabs shall be as provided in this section and it 
shall be unlawful for an owner to permit or a driver to make any greater or lesser charges for the transportation 
of passengers and luggage than the following charges:  
 
(a)  Trip rates. 
 
(1)  Mileage basis. 
 
For the first one-ninth mile, or fraction thereof $1.40 2.80 
For each succeeding one-ninth mile, or fraction thereof 0.20 0.30 
 
(2)  Waiting time.  For each minute of waiting time, or fraction thereof,  
after the first three (3) minutes or $24.00 per hour waiting time 0.40 
 
(b)  Hourly rates.  When hired on an hourly basis for one (1) or  
more passengers, per hour  6.00  
 
(c)  Trunks or footlockers.  For transporting trunks or 
footlockers along with passengers, each piece 1.00 
 
(d)  Hand luggage.  
 
(1)  For each hand baggage in excess of two (2) bags per passenger,  
each additional bag  0.10 
 
(2)  For packages without a passenger, each  1.00 
 
(e)  Bags weighing one hundred (100) pounds, or over. 
 
For each piece of baggage weighing one hundred (100) pounds, or over  1.00 
 
(f)  For transporting pets, other than seeing-eye dogs,  
an additional charge for each pet 1.50 
 
(g)  Two (2) or more passengers.  An extra charge of twenty thirty cents ($0.20 0.30) per passenger shall be 
made for each additional passenger traveling together and discharged along the route or at the same 
destination. 
 
(1)  Should the first person taken into a taxicab for transportation permit the driver to allow another or others 
traveling in the same direction to be transported in the same taxicab with him, pursuant to Section 37-24, the 
passenger first arriving at his destination shall pay in accordance with the meter charge at that point, plus an 
extra charge of twenty thirty cents ($0.20 0.30) for each additional passenger transported and discharged at 



that destination, whereupon the driver of the taxicab shall immediately clear his meter and set the same for 
immediate operation for the next passenger, who shall pay the meter charge upon arrival at his destination, 
plus an extra charge of twenty thirty cents ($0.20 0.30) for each additional passenger transported and 
discharged at that destination.  The same method shall be followed for each succeeding passenger. 
 
(2)  When two (2) or more passengers are bona fide traveling together and engage a taxicab to different 
destinations, the charge shall be made as if the taxicab were hired for one (1) passenger for the last 
destination, plus an extra charge of twenty thirty cents ($0.20 0.30) for each additional passenger transported. 
 
(h)  Passengers to points beyond city limits.  For transportation of passengers from the city to points beyond 
the city limits, the rates set out in this section shall be applicable only to so much of such trip as is within the 
city limits. 
 
 
2.  That this ordinance shall become effective on its passage. 
 
Adopted: 
 
Certified:      
  Clerk of Council 
 
056P 
         














